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Bergamo, 9-10 October, 2025

PER SCRIPTAAD ASTRA
The Representation of Cosmos in the Middle Ages

In recent years, space exploration has regained prominence in public discourse,
reigniting collective imagination and influencing both policies and private
investments. Long before modern space missions, medieval civilisations developed a
profound fascination with the heavens, and their cosmological reflections laid the
groundwork for later developments across various disciplines, blending scientific
inquiry with symbolic and mythical representations across many literary traditions.

This conference invites contributions in English, Italian, French or German on the
representation of the heavens in the Middle Ages, exploring its cultural, literary,
scientific, and philosophical dimensions. Topics may include, but are not limited to:

» Transmission and dissemination of astronomical and cosmological knowledge.

- Representations of the heavens in poetry, prose, and treatises.

- Palaeographic and codicological issues of cosmographic manuscripts.

- Etymological and lexicological analyses.

« Remarkable atmospheric events in historiographical texts.

« Syncretism between Christian cosmology and other cultural perspectives.

» The cosmos in mystical traditions.

- The legacy of medieval cosmographers and cosmographies in the modern world

Abstracts of up to 300 words, accompanied by a curriculum vitae, should be
submitted by 30/04/2025 to the following email address: michael.micci@unibg.it.



